President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson

President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson (b. 1943) isiftte f
President of the Republic of Iceland and was éfstted as
President in 1996. He took his B.A. degree in Eocoics and
Political Science at the University of Manchestel 965
where he also completed his Ph.D. thesis in paliscience
five years later. He subsequently became theRnstessor
of Political Science at the University of Icelaridhe
President was elected to the Althingi, the legistat
assembly in 1978 and served as Iceland’s Minidter o

" Finance 1988-1991.

President Grimsson has been active on interndti@maes for a long time. He

was a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of tenCil of Europe from 1981-
1984 and 1995-1996 and was Chairman and laterdergsof the international
organization Parliamentarians for Global Actiomfrdé984 to 1990, serving on its
council until 1996.

Among many international awards he has receivéiteisndira Gandhi Peace
Prize which he received on behalf of PGA, andyastr it was declared that he would
receive the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for Internatidsraderstanding. He was a
member of the committee of the Peace Initiativ8igfHeads of State in the years
1984-19809.

In recent years the President has been very dotimeernational dialog on
renewable energy and climate change. He initiaigdther with Professor Jeffrey
Sachs the Global Roundtable on Climate Change whetboth at Columbia
University and in Iceland and included represewstiof nearly one hundred
European and American corporations, as well asrexpientist and opinion leaders.
He has actively participated in the Clinton Glolmdtiative and has helped to further
clean energy projects in Asia, Africa, the MiddlasE Europe and the United States.
President Grimsson strongly advocates the useathgamal energy, which is a
renewable, economically viable and reliable reseuas proven convincingly by the

case of Iceland.



In 2007 he was the patron and helped to organg@ternational forum on
soils, society and global change, held to commeta@&entury of organized soil
conservation and land restoration in Iceland. Hegaticipated in dialogs in different
parts of the world on how the restoration of landldy can be used to battle climate
change, advocating how the long-standing experiehteeland in combating
desertification and re-vegetating eroded land cbeldf use to other countries.

President Grimsson has for several years been i@ Béamber of the Special
Olympics, and he played a major role in the intéomal drug prevention campaign,
Youth in Europe, which now enjoys the participatairl9 European cities. He has
also been active in promoting cooperation betweetahdic and foreign universities,
and has lectured at prominent American academiitutiens, including Harvard
University, Columbia University, Brown and The Ol8tate University.

President Grimsson is married to Dorrit Moussaid#.has two daughters

from his marriage to Gudrun Katrin Thorbergsdaitito passed away in 1998.



