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I. BACKGROUND

1. On 8 December 1998 the General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted resolution 53/100 entitled
“United Nations Decade of International Law” by which
it recalled, inter alia. that the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties between States and International
Organizations or between International Organizations of
21 March 1986 was one of the conventions adopted
under the aegis of the United Nations which have
codified the law of treaties, and further recalled the
impact of the Convention on the practice of treaties
concluded between States and international
organizations or between international organizations.
That resolution also encouraged international
organizations that have signed the Convention to
deposit an act of formal confirmation of the Conenti n
and other international organizations entitled to do o tc
cceed to t at an early date

confirmation of the Convention. He also expressed the
hope that other international organizations would
become party to the Convention in the near future,

3. The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties
between States and International Organizations or
between International Organizations was prepared by
the International Law Commission following a
recommendation of the General Assembly of the United
Nations. The topic of the Convention was studied by the
International Law Commission in consultation with the
principal international organizations in order to take into
account their relevant practice. as recommended by the
General Assembly. Then the draft articles sere
transmitted both to international organizations and
Member States of the United Nations for their
comments and oh ervations, Subsequently. they wer
debated in the Si ti- (ommittee t he General
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Thus, to this date, the t)llowiflo interna’ionai
organizations at the United Nations sistern hase
become parties to it: the International Atomic Fnergr
Agency IIAEA. the Internatiunal Labour Organtsation
ILOL the international Maritrme Ornanization IMO

the Unted Nations UN>. the World Health
Organization (WHO> and the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO> Also, the International
Criminal Police Organization INTERPOL) and the
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
tOPCW), base acceded to the Convention Other United
Nations organizations are in the process of becoming
parties and are for the moment signatories to the
Convention, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO). the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), the international
Telecommunication Union (ITU), the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO), The Council of Europe has signed the
Convention
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fhe present ( invention has an e’stremelr close

relationship ssith the 1969 Vtenna Cinsention on the
La t Treaties. The substance at both onsentiOns IS

the same although they are entirely ndcpendent legal
instruments. in accordance sith its Article I the
Cons ention n the E,ass of Treaties applies to treaties
betsseen States and does theretore nut easer
international oraanizations.

II. CONTRIBUTION OF THE CONVENTION TO
TIlE RULE OF LAW

9. The present Convention will contribute to
strenethening the rule of international law as it ssill
ensure a uniform application of the lass on treaties
betweer international organizations and States or
betwcen intcrnational organizations. In addition, the
Convention will promote the acceptance and respect for
the rules and principles of international law pertaining
to international organizations
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13. in the light f the tnforrnanon prce tde n the
present document, the Conference may tsh to c nsider
adopting the following draft decicion

“The General Conference

“(a I Takes note of the information provided in
the note by the Director General regarding the
participation by UNIDO in the Vienna Convention on
the Law of Treaties between States and International
Organizations or between International Organizations of
21 March 1986 (GC9/6)

‘(b) Acknowledges that the General Assembly of
the United Nations by its resolution 53/100 of
8 December 1998 encouraged international
organizations that have signed the Convention to
deposit an act of formal confirmation of the Convention,
and other international organizations entitled to do so to
accede to it at an early date,

“(c) Encourages the progressive development of
international law and its codification as well as the
acceptance of and respect for the principles of
international law which were among the purposes of the
United Nations Decade of International Law;

“(d) Decides to authorize the Director-General to
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations an instrument of accession of UNIDO to the
1986 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treates
between States and international Organizations or
between International Organizations”
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