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The nexus of the ocean and the continent 

Strategic hub city, in the southeast of the Korean Peninsula 

Two hours distance to major northeast Asian cities (Tokyo, Beijing, etc.) 

ULSAN 

Beijing 

Tokyo 
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Population 

(1.7 times  larger than Seoul, the 
capital of the Republic of Korea) 

1.2million  1,060㎢   

Area 
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Asia's top four 
producing city 

(Ulsan, Shanghai, 
Shenzhen, Suzhou) 

26 industrial 
complexes  

(88.7 million㎡) 

The Revenue of 
production : 

$ 198.7 billion 

ULSAN 

SHANGHAI 

SHENZHEN 

SUZHOU 
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The volume of 
harbor logistics : 
191.7 million tons 

 

The value of 
export :  

$ 924 hundred 
million 

GRDP per capita : 
$ 58 thousands 

※ The amount of export in 2011 : $ 101.5 billion 
    (Very special as city with 1 million population)  
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※ Development plan for World's 
top four oil hub  

    <Europe (ARA), U.S.A (Gulf Coast), 
Asia (Singapore Jurong)> 

Cargo volume : 1.97 hundred million tons (80% liquid cargo) 

Berthing capacity : 115 ships  
                           (cargo handling capacity 740,000 TEU) 
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Clean water river flows 
through Ulsan 

Wonderful natural 
surroundings with blue sea 
and gorgeous mountains 

Beautiful environment-friendly ecological city, Ulsan 
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Development of the  
Large-scale National  

Industrial Complex 
(74.38 million ㎡) 

Designated as a specific  
industrial district (1962) 
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Construction of the  
world-class industrial cluster 

(focusing on automobile,  
shipbuilding, and  

petrochemical industry) 

Leading economic  
growth of Korea 
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The value of production : 
$ 110.1 billion 

The 3rd chemical 
industrial complex of Asia 

The oil refinery of 
SK Energy Co., Ltd. ignited the 
development of the industry 
50 years ago 

13 



The world's 4th ethylene production  
capacity 
 

Produces 32% of the country's chemical 
products (SK, S-OiL, BASF, etc.) 

14 



Our aim is to become the Asia's top city  
by 2030 in advanced chemistry  
industry developing new industries  
in biochemistry, fine chemistry,  
nanochemistry. etc. 
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290 automobile-related 
companies, value of 
production worth 369 
hundred million dollars 

Capacity of finished vehicle 
products :  
1.53 million annually,  
5,400 daily 

The automobile industry  
of the Republic of Korea  
began in Ulsan (1967) 
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The world's first  
Commercialized hydrogen 
fueled vehicles,  
and exported them to Europe  
(Ulsan factory of  
Hyundai Motors) 

Concentrated investment  
in the development of  
future eco-friendly cars 
(Fuel cell vehicles, electric 
vehicles) 
 

The world's top 5  
automobile city 
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The shipbuilding industry  
of the country also began by Ulsan 
Hyundai Heavy Industries Co., Ltd. (1974)  

12% of global shipbuilding  
(35% of Korea's shipbuilding) 

18 



Particularly, HIMSEN ENGINE (Hi-touch 
Marine & Stationary Engine) of Hyundai 
Heavy Industries Co., Ltd takes up 22%  
of global market 

Leading producer of high-value 
shipbuilding such as Drilling, LNG ship, 
shale gas ship, etc. 
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Ulsan became a major city of 
1.2million population  

from a small city of 85,000 population 

Population 

85,000 

1.2 million 

1962 2016 
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Unprecedented economic growth achieving 
$ 200 billion from $ 2.2 million  

in value of production 

 USD 2.2 million 

USD 200 billion 

1962 2015 

The amount of industrial production  
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The economic growth brought Ulsan  
environment destruction  

Air quality Water Quality  
of Taehwagang River 

SO  density of  

0.057ppm 
BOD 

level 6 

2 

22 



23 



Pushing ahead the“Ecopolis Ulsan Project” 
(since 2000) 

Ulsan made a dare political decision to solve 
environmental issues and reduce pollution in the city 
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improving the air and the water quality, restoring the 
ecosystem, etc. to achieve the goal of  

 “Green City Ulsan with blue     
       skies and clear rivers” 

10 important agenda with 110 specific projects for the         
                                                               “Ecopolis Ulsan Project” 

Networking the administration, citizens, and corporations 
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Applying the strict regulation for 
air pollutant emission  

Voluntary investment on environmental 
facilities by corporations 

 (Ulsan signed on the Voluntary Environmental 
Management Agreement with corporations) 

Focusing on pollution prevention 
activities and monitoring system 
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0.057 ppm 

0.007 ppm 

1981 2015 

SO2 
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Initiated "Master 
Plan for the 

River 
Restoration", 
and launched  

extensive 
projects 

Advanced 
sewage 

treatment 
facilities using 

up-to-date 
technologies 

Blocking the 
inflow of 

contaminated 
by repairing 
sewage pipe 

lines  

Dredging 
deposited 
pollutants 

from bottom 
of river  

7 plants 4,128km 1.5 million 
tons 

Master Plan 
for the River 
Restoration 
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Return of 8,000 white herons in summer, 
and 100,000 white herons in winter   
(Their brilliant group dance in the center of the city presents a 
grandeur) 
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The return of salmons, daces, and 
sweetfishs only living in clean 
freshwater 
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The habitat of otters,  
an endangered species 
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Waste heat from the incineration process 
is used for hot steam supply to factories 

nearby, saving $ 18 million a year 

Biogas generated from the process of 
food waste and livestock wastewater is 

used as fuel of factories nearby 
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Established a 
recycling system 
to produce fuel 

and raw 
materials from 
waste heat and 

by-products 

Benefit worth 
of  

$ 119 million  
a year 

Reducing 
600,000 tons  

of carbon 
dioxide 

emissions 

Reuseing 
80,000 tons  

of waste 
water 

33 



Leftover steam from SK Chemicals Co., Ltd.  
is supplied to SK Energy Co., Ltd. to save energy  

for conventional boiler using fossil fuel 

EXAMPLE  

SK Chemicals Co., Ltd. SK Energy Co., Ltd. 

Steam 
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Annual cost saving 
$ 18 million 

Reducing 100,000 tons 
of carbon dioxide 

emissions 
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11.3 ppm 

1.8 ppm 

1996 2015 

BOD         

Expenditure for the environmental restoration project 

 $ 11 billion 

0.057 ppm 

0.007 ppm 

1981 2015 

SO2         

Of  Taehwagang river 
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The largest area of  
urban parks in Korea 
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We learned a valuable lesson that Environmental  
restoration requires  

a great effort in terms  
of time and money 
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In 2017, Ulsan celebrates the 20th anniversary as a 
metropolitan city. 

We are preparing the next 50 years based on the success 
and failure of industrialization from the past 50 years. 
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New leap to 

“Prestigious, Human,  
     and Creative city” 

(where citizens enjoy happier and better life) 
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Establishing the foundation of 

“Economic hub creative city  
   of the Northeast Asia” 

(Continue to lead the economy of Korea through enhancing /  
Converging / 

 integrating major industries, creating new industries, 
developing Global top four oil hub, etc.)  
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Ulsan to 

“Healthy and eco-friendly city” 

(Continue to maintain high air quality, and improve water 
quality of the river and the sea) 
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Turning Ulsan to more  

“Prestigious cultural city” 

(Harmonizing excellent natural environment,  
prehistoric heritage Bangudae Petroglyph Rocks (national tresure No. 285),  

development of KTX high-speed station Area,  
and development of Gangdong Area as a marine city) 
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